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(= The profits ariſing from the 
fale of this Pamphlet, will be- ap- 
plied to the bene; of: his * 
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I Think Neg very 8 upon wh occa- 
ſion, to bear teſtimony to the truth of the 
following ſheets.— The candid Reader will re- 
Joice with me to obſerve. the ſtriking. evidences, 


which Britain gave of the truth of. his re- 


pentance, and the reality of his converſion to 
Gop.—He was not of thoſe who merely cry, 
 Lonn! Loa p! Nor was he barren and un- 

fruitful in the knowledge of Cunisr,—He 


drew not near to Gop with his hips only, His 


ſoul was contrite, and his heart wounded within | 


him. With frong cries and tears, and with a 
deep abhorrence of HIMSELF and SIN, not 
ealy to be exprefled, he made ſupplication to 


his God; until Goo, ever mindful of his 


promiſe made to the returning ſinner, an- 
ſwered him in the joy of his heart. — His time 
was now ſhort, but every hour of it was 
crouded with the moſt grateful returns for the 
mercy. he had received. He had much for- 
given, and therefore loved the more. liz 


works fully juſtified his faith, and bore witneſs N 
for him, that he was born of Gop.—He gave 
convincing proofs of the moſt humble (why may 5 
I not ſay, Ps ?) reſignation to the Tate: 37 
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which he had ſo juſtly merited ; and of that love, 
and faith, and ſteady patience, with which it 
pleaſed Gop ſo mercifully to arm his breaſt. 
Far from meeting his fate with an apparent 
unconcern—he rejoiced with trembling.— His pray- 
ers, and tears, and earneſt monitory addreſſes 
to the ſurrounding multitude, in his way to 
execution, beſpoke the ſolemn awe which 
reſted on his ſoul; as alſo, che praiſes, 
which he fo affeQtionately poured forth 
to him that had loved him, and waſhed him in his 
blood, gaye comfortable teſtimony of a good - 
hope THROUGH oel It is allowed, that 


71 public executions ſhould be fir ikingly awful, 


and BRITALIN always wiſhed to maintain ſuch 
a conduct, as might contribute to make his 
ſo.—How far he ſupported ſuch a conduct let 
his ſolemn, earneſt, repeated admonitions, at 
the fatal tree, to old and young; his pointing 
cout to them the ſteps, by which he had 
brought himfel If to ruin; his affectionate and 


1 preſſing invitations to them all to turn to 


Gop; his fervent addreſſes to heaven; the 
tears and prayers of the many thouſands who 
attended the execution, together with that 
deep, expreſſive ſeriouſneſs and awe, which 
fat on every face: I ſay, let this teſtify. 

If any poor prodigal ſhall be encouraged 
to return to God, by reading this account of 
BRITAIN, a moſt valuable end is anſwered. — 
If any ſinner "ow think _ at liberty 0 
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continue in fin, that grace may abound. I would 


ſolemnly remind ſuch an one of what -Daw- 


sox, Otherwiſe UsRER, who was executed 
| here not many years ſince, ſaid to his fellow 


priſoners, as he was going to luffer; * Make 
good uſe,” Taid he, of your time, and of 
the means of grace, which you now enjoy; 
for if you don't, from my own experience I 
can aſſure you, the time will come, when you 


may wiſh to repent, but will not be able.” 


(And God hath ſaid, Prov. 1, 24, &c. Becauſe 7 
have called and ye have refuſed, ye have fet at noug f 


my counſel, and would none of my reproof ; I alſo 


will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 


| fear cometh, when your fear cometh as deſolalion, 
and your deſtruction as a whirlwind, when diſtres 
Then ſhall they cal! 


and anguiſh come upon you. 
upon me, but I will not anſwer, they fhail ſeek me 


early, but they fhall not find me; becauſe they hated 
knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord.) 


His end was dreadful, a melancholy proof, a- 
mongſt many others, that it is by no means true 
(as ſome have ſaid) that the greater ſinner a man 
is, the more likely it is that he will be a faint 


at death, or that the gallows is the ſafeſt way to 
heaven.— Sinner, be afraid! God is not mocked. 


That which thou ſoweſt, thou halt ſu rely reap.— 
Art thou the man? Haſt thou wrought 1 iniquity 
as thou couldſt ? Haſt thou lived without God in the 
world 9— dare not lay, that there is no hope, 


Go for- 


bid! 


e — 
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bid! The voice of Jzsus is the voice of 


LOVE. *© Return unto me, for I have r 


thee.” Repentance and remiſſion of fins are preac 
in his name. To- day then hear his voice. And 


that thou mayſt know the things which make for 

thy peace, before they are eternally hid from thine eyes, 

is the moſt earneſt prayer of, |; 
a * ſoul's well-wiſner, 


* 


JAMES ROUQUET. 
Bar1sTOL, June 15, 1772, 


SOME PARTICULARS 
OF THE 
LIFE and DEATH 


0 0. 


Jonathan Britain, &c. 


ONATHAN BRITAIN was born in 


Yorkſhire, in the year 1749, of honeſt. 
parents, who being unable to ſupport him, he 


was obliged to attend the plow to earn his 
bread .at the age of thirteen. In this ſervice 
his right arm received ſome injury, which oc- 


caſioned his friends to put him to ſchool, that 


he might be fitted for ſome eaſier employment. 
He learnt to read the teſtament, and was 
taught ſomething of writing and figures. Such 
were the rudiments of his education, which 
were greatly improved afterwards by his own 


application; eſpecially his knowledge of the 
| mathematics. 
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At ſeventeen years of age he went to York, 
where he was hired to take care of an horſe by 
an attorney; who diſcovering his ſuperior ta- 
lents, took him as a clerk. After this he was 
head uſher to a ſchool, where he taught the ma- 
thematics; but he did not Tong remain in this 
ſphere, a mind like his was too unſtable to fix 
any where. His choice was the army, accord- 
ingly he enliſted into the 10th regiment of 


_  dragoons, where his engaging behaviour and 


many accompliſhments ſoon procured him the 
eſteem of the officers; which prompted his na- 
tural ambition to emulate the pleaſurable vices 
he ſaw in ſuperior ſtations; theſe he found 
could not be enjoyed without money. To 
ſurmount this difficulty he determined on vari- 
ous illegal methods, which he ſoon reduced to 
practice. He committed many frauds border- 
ing on forgeries: ſome of his ſchemes were 
very artful. He would inſinuate himſelf into 
the company and acquaintance of unſuſpefting 
perſons, and become acquainted - with their 
circumſtances and connections, of which he 


would avail himſelf. upon his removal. He 


vould oſten put a ſmall ſum into the hands of 
a banker or reputable, tradeſman, and draw 
upon them for it; theſe bills being honoured, 
he would draw upon them aſterwards for twice 
the ſum in their hands. In all theſe tricks he 
had no accomplice. Underſtanding that Mr. 
Peachy had ſome buſineſs to be tranſacted by 


[gp 7 


an attorney, Britain was employed by him in 
that character, and carried on thè farce by 


producing letters from his pretended agent, 


an eminent attorney in London. Theſe let- 


ters were all forged by himſelf, and made to 


bear the poſt mark by a letter preſs, which he 


always carried with him, by this means he 
defrauded Mr. Peachy of 40l. But all his 
ſchemes, artful as they were, and ſucceſsfully 
executed, could not aſs his extrava- 


gancies. 


In 1770, being ed to the loweſt cir- 
cumſtances, he applied to the maſter of the 
mathematical academy in. Briſtol for employ- 
ment, who had no occaſion for additional 
help at that time: Britain acquainted him with 


his diſtreſs, which was not more readily re- 
lieved by the one, than gratefully acknow- 


ledged by the other; as Britain's tears amply 


teſtified. He: earneſtly renewed his applica- 
tion to be employed, and defired no other 
requital than his board; his importunities pre- 
vailed, and his ſervices were rewarded, not 


only by complying with his own propoſals, but 
with an handſome addition of money. His at- 


tention to buſineſs, and remarkable diſpatch 
of it, gave great ſatisfaction to his worthy em- 


ployer ; who at length recommended him as a 
ſurveyortoagentlemangoingtotheWeſt Indies, 


which however did not take place, as his wife 
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is ſuppoſed to have diſſuaded him from ſigning 
the agreement. 

Soon after this he enliſted, though a deſer- 
ter, into two different regiments in one day, 
clearing himſelf from the firſt with the money 
he received from the laſt, and was freed from 
that alſo by a gentleman's paying a guinea. 
After he left Mr. Donn, he was aſſiſtant to Mr. 
Robinſon, ſchoolmaſter, but leaving him very 
ſhortly, he was employed by Mr. Fefer:s, of 


 Wrangton, ſurveyor of land. In this capacity, 
or many others, he might have acquired a gen- 


teel income, but his diſſipations rendered his 

gains inadequate to his wants; which he un- 

happily attempted to relieve by forgeries. 
Having put off ſeveral falſe drafts in Briſtol, 


he began to expect the conſequences; to avoid 


them he removed to London, and vrote ſe- 


veral treaſonable letters againſt the King, as 


preparatory to his future deſign of. owning 


himſelf a principal accomplice in ſetting fire to 
Portfmouth- Dock-Yard; which he ſoon did in a 
letter to the L. M. of London, offering to ſur- 


render himſelf and diſcover his accomplices, 
provided his Majeſty would publiſh his pardon 


in the Gazette. By the publication of the par- 


don he hoped to be Ren for his 29945 


ries, frauds, cc. 
His wife going up to London he came down 
to Reading to meet her, where he was taken 


into e the ſame night for offering four 


falſe 
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falſe drafts for acceptance. While he remain- 
ed in [Reading goal, he was continually em- 
ployed in contriving that ingenious ſtory relat- 
ing to Portſmouth fire, &c. The plauhbility of 


his account confirmed many diſcerning perſons 
in the belief of it. F rom Reading he was re- 


moved to Briſtol, to his no ſmall conſolation; 
where an happy difference of treatment pro- 
duced every deſirable alteration in bis beha- 
viour as a priſoner. And he would often 
thank Gon for thoſe little compaſſionate indul- 


| gencick which unfortunate perſons experience 


in Newgate. Several gentlem en ſoon found ac- 
ceſs to him, and from a laudable deſire to 
prove his declarations, true or falſe, exerted 
themſelves with unwearied patience under fre- 
quent diſappointments, and though they found 


at laſt that they had been impoſed upon, yet, 


(to the honor of their humanity be it ſpoken) 
they ſuffered no kind of reſentment to e 


their uſual kindneſs to him. 


When he was firſt arraigned: he refiiſed to 


plead to the indictment,-urging that the pardon 


which was publiſhed in the Gazette, acquited 


him from all offences whatever. The integrity 


and humanity of the RxcorDER did bim ſingular 


honor, by patiently attending to all he faid, 
and by giving him exceeding proper advice, 
which however did not conquer his Obſtinacy, 
for he ſtill refuſed to plead. Two days af. 


ter he v was s called to the bar again, and pleaded | 
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to the charge, was found guilty, and ſentence d 


accordingly. The whole of his behaviour in 


court, was very unbecoming a man in his ſitua- 
tion, and can be looked upon only as the ef- 
fect of a mind loſt to all hope, yet ſcorns to 
ſink beneath the gloomy preſſure.” 

When 1 found. he was condemned, in a 
very miſerable ſtate of mind, I addreſſed the 
following letter to him. 

Mr. Britain, 

I am perſwaded you will not inpute che 
ſincereſt prayers, and endeavours for your 
eternal happineſs to impertinence, I have no 
doubt you will ſeriouſly refle& upon thoſe 
things, which I heartily recommend to your 
deep conſideration. You may aſſure yourſelf, 
that theſe pages contain nothing upbraiding. -. I 


ſhall addreſs you with that decent plainneſs, 


which is ſuitable to your condition. 

You have now paſſed your trial, and every 
chance for life is over. Your ſentence: is to 
die To die! O my God how foon!/—In 
three ſhort weeks you muſt bid adieu to this 
life, amidſt the ſolemnities of a public execu- 
tion. Then the ſecrets of the inviſible world 


will be made known to you, and you muſt 


commence an exiſtence in everlaſting and in- 
conceivable torments, or eternal glory May 
Ixsus grant the latter to be yours! 

You are ſenſible Mr. Britain that there is a 
Gov, and that he wilFarraign you at his tri- 


bunal, for all your lins againſt him; and that 


there 


13 ] 
there will be no poſſibility of eſcaping this 


_demerit if you depart hence without obtaining 


mercy. Let this one thing engage your attenti- 
on day and night. I beſeech you to try the 
tender mercies of IEsUS CHRIST, to pray for 


it with earneſtneſs and cönſtuntyr Sure no 


one needs it more than you !—You have 


brought upon yourſelf the abhorrence of your 


fellow creatures, and procured a ſcandalous 
death !— ou are laden with fetters, immured 
in priſon, and left to all the bitterneſs of re- 
llection! But what is yet infinitely worſe, you 
have lifted your heel againſt Gop, and provo- 


ked his wrath againſt you; and into the hands 
of this kving- Gov you mult ſhortly fall !—Your 


crimes are many, and heinous againſt God and 
man—Your poor ſoul is deeply crimſoned 
with your ſins, and your heart, I hope, ' finks 


within you !—Ah poor unhappy Britain J 


See your ſad condition; your fate generally 
unpitied—Your ſoul expoſed to endleſs wile. 
ry What will or can you do? | 

Suffer me to ſpeak to you of Fans. He 


alone can help you He is the friend of all diſ- 
treſſed and miſerable ſinners, and to his arms the 
worſt are welcome, if they come with true hearts, 


and ſincere repentance. He can pardon all your 


ſins in a moment, and give you an happy paſ- 


ſage to the other world. Many a poor ſinner 


has the bleſſed I xs us received from the gal- 


lows into glory. Come then poor Britain, tho' 


you do not deſerve the leaſt degree of mercy 
7 | | do 
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do not deſpair ; He ſaves to the uttermoſt all 
who come to Go through Him. O bleſs the 
Lord, that you are not n out of the each: of 
mercy ! 1 
But here let me caution you. Mercy will 
not be obtained; if you do-not ſeek after it. 
The means are prayer, reading and hearing, 
Gop's holy word, and converſing with godly 
people. As to the firſt, which you. know is an 
att. of the ſoul exerting herſelf in ſtrong de- 
fires, you muſt beg of God to give you the 
true ſpirit of it, that you may be able to aſk 
in faith, nothing doubting. As to, his bleſſed 
word, meditate. therein continually, eſpecially 
the 51 Pſal. and the 23 of St. Luke. And O 
that CnRISHJIESsus may bleſs it to thy poor ſoul ! 
And let me adviſe you to keep yourſelf. from 
idle company, be as much alone A8 poſſible, 
converſe. about nothing that does not concern 
your belter part. Think how hort your time 
is, conſider the important buſineſs you ſhould 
be engaged in, and ſet about it in the fear of 
Gop, and with a firm reſolution: And as the 
ſtrongeſt motive to all this ponder upon eterni- 
ty, think. of its duration!“ — May its miſeries 
alarm your fears and diligence, and its Grice | 
EXCite your deſires. 3 | 
With moſt;ardent prayers f "is your - 
I remain your ſoul's well wiſher,  &c. 
When he received this letter he immediate- 
ly, wrote the following note. 
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I am determined to have nothing to do 
with any of your faith. I know you not. 1 
would have you viſit my fellow ſufferers, 
you may be of uſe to them.” But before this 


reached me, I "A the following letter. 


Sir, 

Sorry am I to tk I e you (Go D 
ſervant) this morning. My. ſoul is troubled, 
my ſpirits fail, my conſcience tells me I have 
done amiſs; Oh! for CHRIST's ſake forgive my 
ſtubbornneſs, forget my naughty anſwer, and 


come and adminiſter comfort to a poor afflidt- 


ed ſoul, whoſe appearance muſt be before the 
LorD in a ſhort time. My cafe is deſperate, 
my time is ſhort and my ſins are many, many 
indeed! The grief and horrors of a poor alllict 


ed ſoul are not eaſily conceived. Every kind 


word of worldly friends, and every temporal 
advantage ſeem only to increaſe my miſexy. 
Your compliance with my requeſt will, I hope, 
through the Ig of Go D; afford me ſome 
relief. by, | 
Lam, Sir, | 
Vour very humble and diſtreſſed Ds - 
Newgate, JONATHAN. BRITAIN: 


Monday, 20 clock. 


0 hen I mad: this latter: I went to him 
rg hv expecting to find an object diſpoled 
to receive every gracious impreſſion the Lo Ro 


en s is diſpoſed to communicate to the broken 


hearted. 
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hearted. He received me with decency and 
reſpeQ, but told me he was ſorry he had given 


me the trouble to call upon him, as he was de- 
termined to abide in the faith of the church of 
Rome. He ſaid he thought the Proteſtants were 
egregious enthuſiaſts, and therefore unſafe di- 
vines: — that as they allowed themſelves in er- 


rors far greater than thoſe they oppoſed in the 
Catholics, he thought himſelf juſtified in his ad- 5 


herence to Popery.—I diſcerned the diſtreſs 
and perplexity of his mind, and hinted to him 


that I was no ſtranger to his feelings. I told 
him I ſhould think myſelf happy if he would 


ſtate his objeQtions, that I might have an op- 
portunity of anſwering them ſeparately, as 1 
could not doubt but he would yield to the force 
of reaſon and revelation. He thanked me for 
my obliging offer, but as he was reſolved to 
purſue his own ſcheme (as he calledit) he would 
not give me that trouble. I begged he would 


let me know what his ſcheme was. He ſaid 


morality: I begged to be heard a few words 
upon that ſubject. I obſerved to him, that the 
nature of morality was totally miſtaken by him: 


that it did not merely reſpett our outward: be- 


haviour, which he could not but know from 
his own experience, might often be applauded, 


when the motives were truly deteſtable :—that 


though hypocriſy and oſtentation frequently 
paſs among men for true morality; yet Gop 
cannot be ſo deceived, as he requires truth 


in 
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in the inward parts: — That his ſcheme could 


by no means advantage him, as his time was 
abundantly too ſhort. to form himſelf to the 
firſt habits of morality, and that even ſuppo- 
ling he ſtrialy obſerved every external reli- 


gious duty, yet that would not atone for his 


innumerable offences in paſt life, nor purify 


his heart from an inclination to his beſetting 
evils.— I begged him to conſider that expreſ- 


fon of our bleſſed Saviour, Except a man 


be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom 


of Gobp. I urged him to recolle& the im- 
port of the phraſe Born again;” and as an 
help to it, 1 informed him of tae difference 


between the old and the new man, the fleſh 


and the ſpirit. That the members of the form- 
er are, Adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſ- 
civiouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, va- 
riance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, 


hereſies, envyings, murder, drunkenneſs, re- 


vellings, and ſuch like.“ Gal. g. From this view 


of the two ſtates he was left to judge whether 


the philoſophy which men ignorantly teach and 
vainly ' boaſt, could effett the deſtruttion of 


the old man, and the birth of the new. 


I prefſed upon him the neceſſity of - | 


and the impoſſibility of enjoying the peace of 


God here, or his preſence hereafter, without 3 its. 


—1 explained to him The new and living 
way ;.” the methods that muſt be taken to get 


into it, and the encouragement Gop has: gi- 
ven to us to attempt it; as Wholoever 
: be > — cometh 
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cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.” 


i Seek and ye ſhall find, aſk and it ſhall be 


given you.”. Sc.—Againſt this he urged many 


objections; that the proceſs was painful; 
that he was near diſtraction whenever he 
thought upon it; that prayer added to his 
miſery, as it conſtantly occaſioned the moſt 
bitter recolleCtion of his paſt fins; and there- 
fore he defired I would leave him to purſue 
his own inclination, and adhere to the doc- 


trines of popery.— I begged him to conſider | 


well what he me adding that, as I had 
no wiſh but his happineſs, I ſhould rejoice to 


ſee him die a good Papi if; and if that was his 


determination, I would have him ſend for a 


Prieſt, who might help his devotions, and 


ſeaſonably adviſe him.—Upon this he aſked 
me with great earneſtneſs if I was ſincere. If 
I was, why did I proteſt againſt that commu- 
nion?—I told him, I ſhould be glad to be 
excuſed from any altercations upon the ſub- 
ject, as I thought it an improper manner of 
entertaining him. He replied, not ſo ſir.— ] ap- 
prehend, you and I differ effentially.—I abide 
by the neceflity of invoking ſaints, and I be- 
lieve in a purgatory—To both of which you ob- 
je, but without the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon; for 
though you do not pray to departed ſaints, you 
very abſurdly ſolicit the prayers of each other, 
though you are neither ſo wiſe or holy as thoſe 
pleſſed 2 And your oppoſition to purga- 
tory, 
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tory, leſſens the divine mercy, and contradicts 
that paſlage of holy writ, in the 1. of St. Pet. 


3. 19.—1 ſhould be glad to hear what you 


have to object to each of theſe particulars.— 


I obſerved to him, that when we pray for 

each other, we comply with that exhortation 

ol St. Paul, 1. Tim. 2. 1. © I exhort that ſup- 
plications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving 


of thanks be made ſor all men:“ but that we 
do not aſſume the character of mediators in 


ſo doing, well knowing that there is but one 
mediator between God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
1. Tim. 2. 5.—That the diſcharge of this duty 
1s highly reaſonable, as it ſpeaks that pity and, 


love which one ſinner bears towards another, 


and as it has the greateſt tendency to make us 


love and bear with each other.—But though 
wie pray for others, we cannot advantage them 


without the concurrence of their own ſupplica- 
tions; therefore thoſe are fooliſh and abomina- 
bly wicked who ſay, We have the prayers of 


the righteous, and they ſhall avail for us.“ 
You fee now that this duty properly explained, 
is conſiſtent with reaſon, and the authority of 


ſeripture; whereas the addreſſes that are made 


to departed ſaints, are hazardous and idola- 


trous— They are hazardous, as departed ſaints 
may be in ſome region diſtant ſrom our at- 
moſphere; or if it could be aſcertained that 


they are converſant with mortals, yet they 
cannot every where be attentive to the peti - 
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tions which are recommended to them, unteſs 
we admit of' their ubiquity, and then we com- 
mence pagans, by admitting a plurality of 
Gods, ſince omnipreſence is an attribute eſſential 
to the divine nature, and can be poſſeſſed by 
no other being. Add to all this, that the 

ſeriptures altogether diſequntenance it, and 
direct us to truſt only in the LoRD. - But 
for your farther: convittion, enquire by whoſe 
mediation the firſt ſinner was admitted into 
glory ? Surely" through him only, © who ever 
livEth to make interceſſion for us.“ It is there- 
fore much ſafer to truſt in is power and good- 
nefs; who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and forever, 
than to rely on the mediation of thoſe, who 
have obtained their inheritance! through the 
merits of this One mediator between God and man. 
Your notions of purgatory are altogether un- 
ſcriptural, as the very text you bring in proof 

of it hall evince. St. Peter is there ſpeak- 
ing of the ' /pirit, which qui ckened or raiſed 
8 from the dead, and aſſures us that 
by the fame ſpirit he went in the days of 
Noah, long before he aſſumed our nature, and 
preached: unto the ſpirits in priſon ; meaning 
either the ſpirits impriſone&in the body, or faſt 
bound in treſpaſſes and fins; (phraſes with which 
the ſcriptures abound. )—Thar this muſt be the 
true ſenſe of the text will appear quite clear 
when \ we recollect, that in the day of judgment 
we are to be tried for the deeds done in the 
boch, conſequently when the ſpirit returns to 
God, 
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God, 


according to the deeds done in the body whes 


which he conſented to with ſome reluQtance. 
At his earneſt requeſt, I repeated my viſit the 


termination when ] left him in the evening, he 
could not help ſinging ſeveral hymns with thoſe | 
who were under ſentence. of death. The 


ſtance however wrought powerfully upon him 


tended greatly to convince him, that Jesus biz 
all power in heaven and earth. 


me with many little . Ke. which I do 


A „ 


Gov, every thing remains fixed till the great 
reunion, when the final ſentence will be given, 


ther good or evil. Now though I oppoſe. the 
notion of a purgatory, I admit of an interme- 
diate ſtate; and I believe that happy ſpirits in 
that ſtate are maturing for the conſummation of 
glory. But this cannot afford you any bene- 
fit, if you quit this world without the neceſſary 
qualifications for an admiſſion into it, I mean 
the pardon and the peace of GOD. — After this 
converſation I offered to pray with him, 
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next morning, and was happy to find him con- 
ſiderably more calm than the preceeding even- 
ing—He told me that notwithſtanding his de- 


hymns, he ſaid, had no effect on him, while 
others were conſtrained to weep : this circum- 


as he lay upon his bed: he could not help ex. 
claiming - againſt bimſelf as the moſt bardened 
of ſinners ;. and purſuing, his reflections he Was 
unable to refrain from prayer; theſe things 


He expreſſed his concern for troubling 


$2.51 | | not 


not think neceſſary to mention here. We 
converſed in a general way at this time, as 


I was fearful his mind was not altogether fit 


to receive any thing pointed. —In the al- 
ternoon I ſaw him again. His mind was 
very ſeriouſly imprefſed, and his whole 


manner invited me to ſpeak freely to him 


of the things which concerned his fal- 
vation: I was particularly careful to encou- 
rage thoſe relentings, by ſhewing him the ne- 
ceſſity and uſe of them, which he was greatly 
attentive to. — He remarked to me, how happy 
he found himſelf in converſing about theſe 
important things. A few hours after I re- 
turned to him again, to aſk him if he had any 
deſire to ſee the Romiſh prieſt, as it had been 
intimated he had, he told me he ſhould be glad 
to ſee him once, if it would not prevent my 
viſits, and could be granted him. I told him 
I would anſwer eons e g him, n. chen 
ae him. - ; 

The next morning I went to ow him early, 
as my fears had ſuggeſted to me that he wanted 
abſolution from the prieſt, the fatal conſequen- 
ces of which I endeavouredto prevent, by diſ- 


ſuading him from ſo dangerous a farce. 1 
entreated him ſeriouſly to confider the matter. 


Ale deſired me to explain that text, John xx. 


23. © Whoſeſoever fins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted unto them; and whoſeſoever ſins ye re- 


tain, they are retained,” I reminded him 
"ods | that 


L 23 1 


that the apoſtles were commanded to preach 
remiſſion of ſins to thoſe, who repent, and 
believe in Cuxis r Jz8vs ;—and that this re- 
miſſion of ſins was and is a conſequence of 
repenting, and believing in Ixsus, and not the 
effedt of a partial and indiſcriminate act of the 
apoſtles, In this ſenſe, and no other, they remit- 
ted ſins; for no one inſtance can be produced 
ol their abſolving the impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing. They were ſaid to retain fins, when thoſe, 
to whom they preached. CHRIST, did neither 
repent or believe; ſo ran the tenor of their 
commiſſion, —** Go into all the world, and 
preach the goſpel to every creature, he that 
believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, and 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned,” Mark 
16,—But as this was not quite ſatisfatory to 
him, I obferved, that if I admitted- what he 
| ſo ſtrongly inſiſted upon, viz, that the apoſiles 
had an unlimitted power to beſtow pardon 
whenever and on whomloever they pleaſed, yet 
that would not, at leaſt ought not to ſatisfy him 
that his prieſt was inveſted with the like power, 
till he gave extraordinary proofs to, corroberate 
the truth of his having ſo extraordinary a 
miſſion. I aſked him by what criterion he 
would be aſcertained of his pardon ; for if 
every thing ſhould continue in the ſame, or in 
a worle ſtate aſter his abſolution, he would 
have reaſon to. ſuſpect the deception, , 
| [poke 
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ſpoke Sew to him of the great inſult he was 
about to offer to ALmicuty Gop, whoſe 
prerogative alone it is to pardon ſinners. I added 
how abſurd it muſt be for one finner to pardon 
the offences of another, committed againſt an 
inſinitely holy Gab. I begged him no longer to 
be deluded by the refined, but fooliſh notion 
of a prieſt's being holy by ice, though, as a 
man, ſinful” as others. He ingenuouſly con- 
feſſed that my obſervations were weighty, but 
ſuch was his prejudice that he could hot yield to 
them. As ſoon as I left him, the prieſt was in- 
troduced in the preſence of the L Deputy-keeper 
of the priſon,— che interview was ſhort. But 
an appointment was made for the wo Pu ys 
THE” following Monday. - 
| Next day, Friday, when I was eh Mr. 
Britain, I perceived his mind much diſturbed: 
T took occaſion to deſcribe to him the manner 
ok the Hoh ſpirit s operating upon the human 
heart, and how he might be certified of it. Len- 


tered. very minutely into his caſe, and ſhewed 


- him how Gon had wrought upon him and 
his deſign in doing ſo. He ſaid he could not 
but confeſs, as I had ſo clearly deſcribed the 
ſtate of his mind, that he was fatisfied with all I 
obſerved upon the ſubjett.— So fair an oppor- 
tunity was not to be neglected, to caution him 
in the moſt ſolemn manner againſt quenching | 
the good Spirit of Gov. + But that the caution 
might be effectual, it was neceſſary to ſhew 
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him the different ways by which the Spirit may 
be quenched; I ſhall only mention that which 
1 think was moſt pertinent to his caſe. I told 
him, that to act contrary to his reaſon and to 
the directions of God's word was to prefer his 
own way before the ALMicaty's, and that 
this muſt be attended-with the departure of his 
Spirit from him; that in conſequence of this 
his heart would loſe thoſe contrite impreſſions, 
become a ſtranger to holy defires, grow 
inſenſibly callous, and his whole ſoul become 


a region of darkneſs. With 4s obſerva- 


tion J left him. 


The next morning, Sin 1 found. it 
had proved too great a truth to him; for if I 


may uſe the expreſſion, he was as miſerable as 

a devil. He vas regardleſs of every thing I 
ſaid, and declared that he would not attend to 
any thingthat concerned his ſoul till the Monday 


following, when he intended to get abſolution. 
1 expreſſed my forrow for his unhappy reſolu- 
tion, and begged him to apply bimſelf to hea»: 
ven with earneſtneſs, ſeeing that he had but 


fix or ſeven days to live. I encouraged him 


to truſt in the divine merey, and to pour out 
his heart to I Ess, whenever he felt his mind 
invaded by any temptation: however he ſeem- 
ed but little altered, and continued in the fame 
We all that day.. 
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On Sunday morning I found him much 
thanged.—He addreſſed me in a manner that 1 
had never obſerved before, his countenance 
was expreſſive of the ſolemn impreſſions which 
were made on his heart, he ſpoke of the grace 
he had received, and acknowledged the divine 
goodneſs towards him with great gratitude, 
He ſaid his heart was ſo filled with the ſpirit of 
prayer, that he could ſcarce contain himſelf, 
frequently begging Gop to preſerve him 
from falling. I obſerved, if what he faid 
was true, he had great reaſon to bleſs 
the goodneſs of Gop, who in compaſ- 
fion to the ſhort time he had to live, had ſo 
| mercifully reviſited him. I told him how im- 
poſſible it was for him to obtain that inward 
Frace he was in purſuit of, if he regarded any ini- 
guity in his heart. I cautioned him in the moſt 
ſolemn manner againſt a relapſe, leſt © Gop 
ſhould ſware in his wrath, that he ſhould never 
enter into his reſt. On the other hand I told 
him he had every thing to hope, if he would 
confeſs and ſorſale his ſins, ſince Gon declares, 
* Whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh his fins ſhall 
have mercy, Prov. xxviii. 13.— If we con- 
feſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive 
us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrigh- 
teouſneſs,” 1 Folni.g. I entreated him to 
recalleft the miſery he endured the two pre- 

ceeding days, and to be careful to avoid the 
FAO leſt the effect ſhould return with greater 
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visleice, and purſue him to the end. I ene 


deavoured to ſtate his caſe in the moſt familiar 
manner, by ſuppoſing him to have laboured 


a long time under an intolerable complaint; 


which had defied the power of medicine, till 
one preſcription began to produce every wiſhs 
ed for change; that if in the mean time ſome 


phyfician ſhould find fault with his medicine, 


and propoſe a better; whether in'this caſe, he 
would not ſay, I reap every advantage from 
the medicine I uſe which can be expected 
from it, I am therefore reſolved to perſevere 
in the uſe of it. He rejoined, yes certainly. 
Now then apply this to the matter in hand: 
aſk yourſelf what religion 1 is intended to do for 
us :—you will ſoon perceive its grand deſign is 


to reſtore us to the favour of God; which is 


our higheſt happineſs. And this it does, by 
firſt making us ſenſible of our innumerable 
tranſgreſſions, and filling our hearts with con- 
trition on account of them; This ſenſe of mi- 
ſery will bring us on our knees before Gon, 
and extort groans from our heart and tears 
from our eyes: to this diſtreſs Govp diretts 
his attention, and delivers us. out of all our 
trouble, and puts the oil of gladneſs i into our 
ſoul. This is the deſign of religion. Vou 
will therefore enquire: — far it has had this 
effect upon you, and if you perceive yonrſelf 
in any meaſure a partaker of theſe bleſſings, 
cy will determine accordingly whether it is 
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right to take any other ſteps, however ſpecious | 
they may ſeem, than thoſe which have produced 
ſuch bleflings.—Sir, ſaid he, I ſee your deſign, 
I am- reſolved, by the grace of Gov, to 
hold faſt that which I have attained. With 
this happy reſolution I left him. 

The following morning I found he had re- 
fuſed to ſee the prieſt. When I came down 
to him he received me with great cordiality, 
I was aſtoniſhed to ſee him ſo innocently 
chearful, and unaffectedly ſerious, the con- 
traſt was obvious, though perfecly harmonious. 
1n this happy temper he begged my | congra+ 
tulations an the near approaching epoch of 
his eternal felicity.— Next Friday, ſaid he, 
will fniſh all. His fortitude. and chearfulneſs 
ſo aſtoniſhed me, that I could ſcarcely credit 
what I heard; but his whole behaviour was ſo 
conſiſtent, that it was impoſſible to doubt his 
ſincerity; eſpecially as he offered to ſatisfy me 

and the world concerning bis affairs; which I 
greatly applauded, but adviſed him to defer it 
till the night before his execution, as I was 
fearful the deceived populace might have gi- 
ven place to their rage. Another reaſon was, 
I-thought/every confeſſion * would come with 
a greater ſanction the nearer his end ap- 
proached-. Whether in chis I did rightly 
1 will not attempt to ſay, ſure Lam intended 
* See his conſeſſion at the end. 1 5 
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He declired he was perfectly happy, as the 
lying ſpirit was now caſt out of him; that at the 
time he reſolved to give it up, his heart flew 
open to receive his REDEEMER, as the flood- 
gates to admit the mighty waters. From thistime 
he began to count. the hours he had to live. 
His time was ſpent in ſinging and prayer. In- 
his addreſs to Gop he would often confels how 
vile a ſinner he was. and in the moſt ſimple 
and ardent manner beg forgiveneſs for the 
injuries he bad done to private families, and 
this poor nation.” He acknowledged the juſt- 
neſs of his ſentence with thankfulneſs to Gop 
for it, as the means of bringing about ſo bap- 

py a change in him. He received the Under | 
taker to meaſure him for his coffin with cour- 
teſy and amazing fortitude. When it was 

brought to him, he viewed it with the ſame 
ſteadineſs. He often deſired to have it, that he 
might know whether the fears of death had real- 

ly forſaken him or not. He expreſſed a wiſh to 
be indulged with a coach to the place of exe- 
cution, which. was applied for; hut when he 
found it could not be granted. he aid Well, 
ſo beſt, I deferve no kindneſs to be ſhewn 
to me, and I have no doubt but Tos: will 
; 1 ſupport me if I am ſtoned! all the way.“ 
| The day before he ſuffered; he received the 
. holy communion with great deceney and de- 
votion. He conſtantly exclaimed againſt him- 

ſelf as the chief of ſinners, ' He profeſſed to 
have 
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aon firm on nee in Cog mercy, 
and bleſſed God for the unſpeakable gift of 
his dear Sow, through whoſe merits alone he 
expected an admiſſion into paradiſe. The laſt 
night being defired in the moſt preſſing man- 


ner to take three or four hours reſt, he replied 


no, .Gop forbid !—T have ſpent many nights 
to the diſhonor of Gov, and to the deſtruction 
of my ſoul, this night therefore I intend to 
devote to the ſervice of Go, in praifing his 


goodneſs, and imploring his mercy. 


About fifteen hours before he died, he 
gave the moſt ſurprizing proof of the 
reality | of his change, by ſuſtaining the 
moſt provoking and barbarous treatment; 
with the utmoſt patience. Aranguility, and ſtea- | 
dinefs. . And though the interview was not 
productive of that mutual affeQion he ſo ar- 
dently, wiſhed, nevertheleſs. on his own part 
he was greatly ſatisfied, and frequently decla- 
red how ſincerely he forgave the man. 
Soon. after this a reſpite was brought for the. 


| perſon, who was to have ſuffered with him, and 


with whom Britain bad taken great pains, 
and often expreſſed the moſt tender concern 
at the unhappy ſtate of his wind: when he 
heard of it, the joy of his countenance bore 
teſtimony to the truth of his declaration, viz, 
that be rejoiced. on poor . $ Account, and 


if 
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i che reſpite. had been for either, he 3 
have given it in favour of Oſborne, as he 
was certain that he himſelf ſhould never be 


more fit to die than at that time. About one 


in the morning I left him employed agreeable 


to his wiſhes; and at eight the ſame morning 
I was with him again. As ſoon as he ſaw me 


hide". £144 have hadis deat 
ſtruggle indeed—fiery darts in abundance 


have been caſt at me—nature was almoſt over- + 


powered, but ever bleſſed. be Gop it is over 


and my peace is reſtored.” After he had 
taken an affectionate farewell of his fellow 
priſoners, he returned to his friends with 
whom he lang hymns, and poured out his 


Heart to God in the moſt paſſionate and affec- 


ting manner. 44] | | 
The time drawing near for his departure he 
reminded them of it, and went into the parlour 


to prepare for it. He received the executio- 


ner very kindly, and gave him ſome particular 


directions concerning his duty. He put on 


de halter himſelf, faying he never put on a 


neckcloth with ſo much pleaſure. After he 


was hand- cuffed he approached the glaſs, and 
viewing himſelf with becoming attention, he 
ſaid, Britain thou waſt never ſo happily array. 
ed in all thy life.” He then took leave of ſome 
particular friends, and aſcended the cart, ac- 


companied by the Rev. O 4 Ordinary and myſelf, 
Ns n. afford greater cauſe for aſto- 


niſhmen t 


b 


| niſhment to all who ſaw him than his behavi- 


our. When he paſſed the Council-houſe he 
paid a refpetiful compliment to the magif- 
trates, and employed himſeif from thence to 


the gallows in fivging and praying. Two or 


three times on the way he complained of ſtrug- 
gles ſimilar to that he felt in the morning but 
far leſs ſevere. At theſe ſeaſ#ns he would ſted- 
faſtly look towards heaven, and cry out. O 


my bleſſed Jesus, haſt thou brought me hi- 


therto, and wilt thou not carry me ſafely thro” 
my hour of tribulation O my Ixsus, leave 
me not in my laſt moments!” —Scarcely were 
his ejaculations ended, before the radiance of 
the Sun ofR1icnTEousNEss would fill his foul; 
then he would expreſs his confidence in the di- 
vine mercy, and ſing for very joy. When he 
came under the gallows he beheld it with de- 
light; and ſeeing the tears ſtreaming from the 
eyes of the ſpettators, he cried out, Weep' 


not for me, but rejoice; for I aſſure you there is 


not one of you all with whom I would change 
ſituations, were it in my power. The worthy 
clergyman who attended him addreſſed the 
populace, at Mr. Britam's requeſt, in a very 
pertinent manner; poor Britain confirmingwhat 
was ſaid, eſpecially every thing that tended to 
expoſe himſelf as baſe and wicked ; and himſelf 


_ cloſed the addreſs to the multitude with a ſuita- 


ble exhortation, the ſubſtance of whichwas, Let 
the righteous rejoice.— let ſinners take warn- 


„ 1 ing, 


L 38 ] 
ing, young and old, the young eſpecially. 


See what ſin has done for poor Britain! And 
ſee in me what Gop can do for ſinners ! Let 


this encourage you to turn to him.” After this 


he joined in prayer with great fervor, an d 
for the laſt time ſang his favourite hymn. | 
When I left him 1 urged him in a very 


; preſſing manner, to tell me if he had no fears 


or doubts of his happineſs, in ſo near and 


awful a view of death. He aſſured me in a 


modeſt, chearful manner, that he had none; 
but was perfectly happy. He addreſſed him- 
ſelf to his laſt moments in ardent and pathetic 

prayer to Atmicyty Go, thanking him for 
the mode of his death, as the means of bringing 
about the happy change which he experienced; 

then claſping his hands together, he gave the 
ſignal, and launched into the world of ſpirits 


faying, © Logp Jzsvs, receive my ſpirit, 
for thou knoweſt I have faith in thy blood! 


Thus happily ended the. days of a man, 
whoſe miſapplied talents laid the foundation of 
his ruin.— He was a fine figure, extremely vo- | 
latile, reſolute | and vain. His genius was 
romantic, perſpicuous, penetrating. and in- 
ventive. He was addicted to drunkenneſs 


and debauchery, and was a perfect ſtranger to 


truth; but he poſſeſſed no ſmall degree of ge- 
neroſity and affability, the one he abuſed to 
N . his 
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his own ruin, and the other to the injury of 
many. | 
In poor Britain we e 8e the dread- 
ful conſequences of departing from the inſpeak- 
ing voice of Goo, and that holy fear which 
operates on every human mind as an informer 
of approaching danger, and if duly attended 
to would conduct us clear of it; whereas our 
inattention to its inſtructions inevitably plun- 
ges us into miſery. How then does it behove 
us to regard that weighty ſentiment, founded 
on obſervation and experience, The fear of 
the Loxv is the beginning of wiſdom,” —The 
more knowledge therefore which any man has 
without this fear, the greater fool he is. For 
the fear of the Lox, where it is yielded to, 
will ever be followed by the favour of the 
Lord, which is heaven. But the wiſdom of 
the world, imperfett 1 in its nature and ſhort in 
its duration, is moſt pernicious to the ſoul, in- 
aſmuch as it prevents her from that holy ado- 
ration, and humble ſupplication which the fear 
of the Lox» genders and encourages. When 
this holy principle is diſregarded, the dread of 
doing amiſs, and the conſciouſneſs of Gov: $ 
omnipreſence preſently forſake us, and the 
flood-gates of iniquity fly open upon us. 0 
that men were wiſe, that they underſtoood 
this! Then this gracious monitor which 
ſpeaks almoſt before our reaſon opens, would | 


be ſacredly obeyed ; in * of this it 
would 


% 


would grow proportionable with our years, 


t 8 3 


and effectually guard us from the inroads of 
vice and all its fatal effects, which we too 
ſeldom regard, 'till we _ beneath the oppreſ- 


five weight. | 
Bad example and the want Wy or a diſregard 


to, moral inſtruQions, | cannot fail to expoſe 


any diſpoſition to, the impreſſions of iniquity. 
2 ; 

Happy would it be for us, if every appear- 
ance of evil was obſcured from our view !— 


Far happier were we uninſtrutted in the works 


of darkneſs !—But alas! How often are we 
ruined, without defign, by receiving the ap- 
probation and applauſe of our parents and 


others, when the rod or reproof ſhould have 


corrected our errors. Ho much have ſuck» 


filly barbarous parents, guardians, | &c. to 
anſwer for !—Surely nothing can more betray 
our ignorance of the world, our want of good 


policy, and our utter contempt of God, than 
that early diſregard to religion, which we en- 


courage in youth.” By this means we unite our 


forces with Hell, and labour to promote the 
everlaſting deſtruction of our own offspring. 
Horrid reflection Can ſuch damnable mea- 


ſures be purſued by human- kind To what 


other cauſe can we, in general, impute the 
numerous executions every year? This one 
evil has brought numbers to an untimely, and 
ſhameful end; who, had they been properly 


eee under the bleſſing of heaven, would 
| have 


LW 1 


have done honor to religion, have been or- 
naments to their ne and bleflings to fo- 
ciety. 
Let bo and others ferionſly: ** | 
the innumerable evils they are expoſing: their 
children to, and the inſupportable miſeries 
they are bringing upon themſelves, by neglec- 
ting to form their tender minds by a religious 
education. For if we are not careful to exert 
Ti our authority in di ſcountenancing impiety, and 
|. in preventing extravagance; we virtually hurry. 
them into every abandaned courſe, which, 
when engaged in, muſt be ſupported at all 
; hazards. | I am ſenſible tis the prerogative of 
Gop only to change the hearts and ſubdue 
the will; but ſtill tis our duty to encourage 
them in the fear and love of Gor, as the moſt 
likely means to conquer the will, however 
ſtubborn, and to renovate the heart however 
bad. If after uling theſe and other prudent 
methods, we perceive no good effect, we ſe- 
cure ourſelves from the clamorous upbraid- 
ings of our coxscIENCE, and prevent thoſe 
bitter Nr which a e will —_ 
us. | 
1 in now addreſs myſelf particularly to 
thoſe, who have ventured upon the frontiers 
of Satan's dominions, either through the want 
of a pious education, or in defiance of every 


thing truly ſacred. —You are yet but infants 
in R tremble with black appre- 


hen lions, 
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henſions, and in the midſt of your folly ſtand 
appaled.— Vou cannot applaud your actions 
with a grace. Nay, you wiſh them to be un- 
known, at leaſt to your relations and friends. 
Frequently, after your debauches, you loathe 
yourſelves, and determine to renounce your 
companions and courſes together. Happy 
reſolve - Purſue it while it is pratticable. 
Another ſtep in the ways of darkneſs may 
extinguiſn your light, and cut off your retreat. 
Therefore inſtantly return like the prodigal, take 
up his language, ſeek the pardon of your 
heavenly father, and rigidly abide by his 
commands. Thus ſheltered under the ſhadow 
of the Al MuIHTx's wing, your future days 
ſhall know none of thoſe deſponding horrors 
which haunt the guilty; but heavenly peace 
and holy joy will fill your hearts, while you 
implore the divine grace, to enable you to 
form your lives agreeable to the will of Goo. 
There are others who may be called adults, 
theſe glory in their ſhame, and drink in ini- 9 
quity with greedineſs. They give up the reins K 
to their impetuous paſſions, and drive head- "2" 
long to perdition.—Repeated diſappointments 
- inſtead of detaining. them one moment to 
; conſider the deceitfulneſs of fin, ſtimulate their 
luſt, and quicken them in the purſuit. of the 
ſame: phantoms ; by this means they penetrate 
too far into the enemy's country to make good | | 
"> 2 retreat, and fall miſerable. viQims to their, 
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own folly. Uebe creatures Conſider the 


ways of ſin, and gather wiſdom from the de- 
ſtruction of others, ſo that iniquity prove not 
your deſtruction. How many who are no 
more on earth, date the era of their ruin from 


their compliance with: the firſt alurements of 


pleaſure. She preſented them with objects 
that ſoon fired their boſoms with impure de- 

fires, and theſe deſires not properly reliſted, 
ended in actual gratification: and the repetiti- 
on of theſe lewd indulgences made company 


5 deſirable; company made way for drunken- 
neſs, public amuſements, and gaming. Theſe 
brought on expences, debts and poverty. 


Frauds, forgeries and robberies, followed as 
auxiliaries, till at length infamy and the gallows 
eloſed the ſcene. Thus have many proceeded 
from -ſtep to ſtep, from whoſe circumſtances; 
underſtanding, and connettions, better things 


_were expected. But alas ruin is the certain 


conſequence of ſin, as every ſubject of it will 


one way or other, ſooner or later experience. 


Therefore ſuffer yourſelves: to reflect a little! 
If every wiſh for your oun welfare has 
forſaken you, have ye no parents, no friends 
to be tortured by your imprudence, and ren- 
dered inconſolable by that deſtruttion of body 
and ſoul, which you are bringing upon your- 
ſelves? Pray ſpare them !—Confider what you 
are doing, and the \unayoidable conſequences 
of och a condutt. Your boon companions will 
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deſert you when ſhame and juſtice ſeize vou 


The courſes you are taking cannot laſt long 


and ſuppoſe you ſhould eſcape the galle ws, 0 
how will you eſcape the vengeance of Heaven ? 


In the hour of Dark, and in the day of 


JupemeNnT,. how will you ſupport the burthen 
of complicated guilt ? How will ye face your 
ALMmicurty lupe, whoſe eye has traced you 
in the filent darkneſs of the night, and been 


- privy to all your fins? —How will ye endure 


the everlaſting burnings *—Be aſſured your 
maſter will deceive you, even though you 


"poſſeſs the invention and abilities of Britain. 


Has not experience already made you ſenfi. 
ble, that there is no peace to the wicked! 
What madneſs, to perſiſt in that black and 
thorny way !—Drop the purſuit, try a few 
weeks at leaſt, whether the wife man's account 


is true. He ſays, the ways of wildom (godli- 


neſs) are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace. Taſte and ſee how good the 
Lonp is to them that ſeek him; and ruſh not 
upon the thick boſſes of his buckler, for who 
ſhall ſtand before him when his wrath is kind- 
led, yea but a little !—Lay down your arms 


of rebellion, i. e. ceaſe to do evil, put away 


your fins—caſt yourſelves at his feet, cry 
aloud for mercy, and perſevere in your peti- 


tion; ſo ſhall your ſins be blotted out, and 


heaven be opened in your heart. 
I would cloſe Ry pages, by reminding 
| the 
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the reader that however he may . Go, Do, 
and applaud himſelf that he is not ſuch a one 


as Britain was, yet his future ſtate will be far 
leſs deſirable, unleſs like him, he humble him- 


ſelf under the mighty hand of Goo, and fee ling- 


ly adopt his and the publican's petition, © Gop be 
merciful unto me a finner.” For however we 
may diſtinguiſh. between great and little ſin- 


ners, the leaſt of ſinners muſt be found guilty 


at that great tribunal, if his fins are not repen- 
ted of, and pardoned before he goes hence 
to be no more ſeen.—Let us therefore one 
and all, ſpeedily apply ourſelves to the im- 
portant work of repentance, that we may "taſte 


| the felicity of David's Nr. man, whoſe ſin 
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SHE Lilowing is a true and perfect copy 4 
1 ofthe confeſſion of Jonallian } Britain, the 
evening before his execution, in the gaol of 
Newgate, Briſtol; at the ſaid Jonathan Britain's 
own requeſt, and by him diQtated, and care- 
fully taken down in writing by Thomas Law- 
rence and Henry Burgum, in the preſence. of 
Mr. Arthur Sandall and Mr. Thomas Fanes, May 
14, 1772, who all upon their oaths have prov- 
ed the authenticity of the ſame. 
% J declare now, that I know no more 
about the fire at Portfmouth, than any perſon 
whatſoever ; 'tis true, I was apprehenſive, that 
I might be detected for ſome one or more of 
the ſeveral cheats and forgeries committed by 
me, on this account I wiote ſeveral treaſona- 
ble letters to the King I followed his Ma- 
jeſty from St. James's to Buckingham-houſe, 
intruding myſelf cloſe upon him, on purpoſe 
to be obſerved by him, on account of the 
treaſonable letters, which I kept copies of. 
1 expeRted a reward would be offered, for the 
ſake of which, I was prepared to ſwear any 
man's life away as the writer; though really 
wrote by myfelf. I. in fact, never meant to 1 
ſhoot or hurt the perſon of his Majeſty. 1 


never in my heart harboured ſo much as an 


intention towards it. True, I had a loaded 
piſtol in my pocket at the time of my follow - | 
ing him, which my fears diftated as a guard to 
me, and for no other purpoſe, —ln Reading 


e gao! Lent for the "Hf in which * pardon | 


Was printed: 1 applied for It to the 4.154 I 
of. State, the Under-Secretaries came dovn, 
and brought with them the treaſonable letters, 
of which I produced copies.—That increaſed 
their ſuſpicions.—1 gave them directions to go 
and take up two of my pretended accomplices, 
which they endeavoured. doubtleſs ; but there 


were none ſuch to be found. Now it was that 
repeated letters in Print, and by the poſt, all 


„„ 


| rewards, if 1 would hold my tongue, and what 
not. By theſe means the whole kingdom was 
alarmed. —The miniſtry lighted i my informa- 
tion. Thus, therefore, I reaſoned with myſelf, | 
1 ſhall now certainly be hanged, et th 
be as it will. I will now try a deep : er ſcheme; 
I will write againſt the miniſtry. . vill accuſe. 
them and ſpread it through the nati In; thou- 
ſands will receive it as true, and who ö can tell, 
I thought, but ſome body or other may bail 
me out, and by that means I may ſave my 
life. 1 moſt ynjultly accuſed Lord Mangfeld 
of being a traitor to his King and co country, in 
the Whiſperer and other inflammatory j papers; 

I falſely accuſed Lord Hal Hax of receiying 
dribes; and Lord Fquiconbridge, being a Ca- 
ä tholic, of harbouring one of the 4 par- 
ties concerned in the Portfmouth. fire. —Noy 
the papers and the public ran with it Ii li ke 0 
fire from one to another, which made Lal more 
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This confirmed and increaſed the ſuſpicions of 


1 HENRY BRIGHT, MavOoR. 


#0 and. p.-9. I. 6. for Letter preſs read Stam 
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affduous in my ſtudies; for every night and 
every day were my tongue and pen employed in 
villifying, traducing and defaming the miniſtry * 
and for this particular circumſtance, their take | 
ing Dudley and bringing him to a public hear- 
ing, and not me, for the fire at Portſmouth, 


the public - and from that time to this the re- 

ality of it hath remained a matter of doubt. 

Die. > a; 1 
_ JONATHAN BRITAIN.” 


Witneſſes,.— THOMAS LawRENCE, 
SF HENRY Bux un, 

ARTHUR SAN DALI, 

THOMAS JANES. 


Sworn before me this 45th off Hay, 1772. 
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for I am read As I am. p. 13. J. 1. for this read their. ib. I. 4. 

for to try read by. — p. 17. 1. 21. after ſuch like read Thoſe of the 

latter are love, joy, peace, long Z ſuſfering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
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